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not attempt to deny that he uses money, party influence,
legislative abuses, and legislative grants to secure an elec-
tion. In carrying his points, he is unscrupulous and cun-
ningly audacious. His party tools he never forgets, so long
as they are faithful in his cause and interest, and he freely
gives his time, labor, and money to assist them. He is ac-
curate and sharp, but has no enlarged view or grasp of
mind; is supple as well as subtle and resorts to means which
good men would shun. Against him were combined Thad
Stevens, a man of as little principle as, but vastly more
genius than, Cameron, and Forney, and Kelley, who sup-
port Stevens. The entire strength of this formidable com-
bination commanded seven votes in the legislative Repub-
lican caucus. I have not thought Kelley corrupt, though a
flaming and intense politician, but Stevens and Forney are
infinitely worse than Cameron. Stevens has higher culture,
more genius, learning, and education than Cameron, but
less party tact and sagacity. He would sacrifice a prin-
ciple, a constitutional question, for a joke, yet by his sar-
castic power and the necessity of using him he is extolled
in Forney's Chronicle and Press as the "Great Commoner"
and controls the legislation of the country.

Trumbull was reflected in Illinois after something of a
struggle in the Radical Party. Trumbull has ability and
culture, but is querulous, captious, and freaky. He has
changed his principles within a year.

I had a long conversation with the President to-day and
warned him that the leaders intended, if possible, to press
impeachment, and inquired whether he had marked out the
line of policy he should pursue; told him I thought it
should be understood by the friends he could trust and that
it should be bold and decided.

January 17, Thursday. In the Senate, Henderson of Mis-
souri made his attack on me. It was based on a letter of
mine to Rear-Admiral Rowan in command of the Norfolk
Navy Yard, in which I informed him that the Department